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What we do

Home-Start is a voluntary organisation in which trained volunteers offer regular support, friendship and practical help to families (with at least one child under five) in their own homes.

Events

Our AGM will be held in July this year.  Please watch out for your invite and join us for an enjoyable and informative event.

The past year

We supported 52 families in the past year and our volunteers gave over 4000 hours supporting local families.

We ran 1 Volunteer Preparation course in 2009/2010 and will complete a further 3 for 2011.  Families will now benefit from a further 30 trained volunteers.  Ongoing recruitment of volunteers is vital to maintain the support given to local families.
We were awarded a Big Lottery Reaching Communities grant in December 2010 for 3 years – enabling us to expand our scheme to support 70-80 families per year.
We had our annual trip to Paulton’s Park in May.  This is fully funded for all our families that wish to join us.

We also had our Christmas Party at Wickham Community Centre, supported financially by the Meon Valley Lions. 

There have been several changes to the staff team recently:-
Staff

Tracy Micklethwaite – Senior 

Co-ordinator

Claire Wilde – Co-ordinator

(NEW!) Caroline Pattinson – Co-ordinator

(NEW!) Adrienne Rushent – Family Group Co-ordinator

Angela Howden – Family Group Worker
(NEW!) Natasha Topham - Administrator
Group Support

We are still running our family support group and we welcome referrals for group only support.

Wickham Community Centre, Fridays 9.45-11.45am
Please contact Claire or Caroline if you have a family that may benefit from group support.

Referrals

Due to our planned expansion of the Scheme this year our funding and support capabilities have doubled, so please continue to refer as many families as possible. 

In addition to this, Hampshire County Council has commissioned Home-Start to work as a partner agency to deliver family support to families across Hampshire in collaboration with Children’s Centres, Locality Teams and other Children and Families Teams. 

The Service will therefore primarily be provided to families participating in the Common Assessment Framework process or where the need for additional support has been identified. 

The service shall be provided to vulnerable families with at least one child under five and where one or more of the following criteria apply:-

· A child in the family is not attending pre-school

· A family is not engaging with health visiting services or Children’s Centres

· A family with a disabled child or children

· Families at a higher risk of social exclusion e.g. traveller families, those from BME groups or where domestic violence has taken place

· Or where statutory intervention from Children’s Services is no longer required, but continued family support may reduce further need for re-intervention

If you have a family that qualifies under the above criteria, please contact the office.
Please note, Home-Start will be using a new database this financial year and therefore the referral form has been adapted accordingly. Please find it attached (on purple paper).

Volunteers Preparation Courses

The provisional dates for the next Courses are:

Monday 20th June for a one week-intensive course; 

Monday 19th September (format as yet undecided) 

All details TBC.
Contact Details

Office hours: 

Mon – Fri 

0900 to 1500

Tel: 01329 835936 

Email: organiser@homestart-meonvalley.org.uk
Wickham Community Centre, 
Mill Lane, Wickham, 

Hants, PO17 5AL
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