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Home Start Meon Valley is absolutely delighted to have been recently awarded the Big Lottery Reaching Communities grant for £122,706 over 3 years.  This will allow our organisation to enhance and increase our early intervention and support service to reach up to 70 families a year and fulfil the current local need. It provides recognition for our current team of dedicated staff and volunteers and future security for our important work to continue and grow. 

In this rural location there are limited community services and the unique Home Start Service is offering personalised family support and reaching out to the most vulnerable sectors of the community - those at risk from social exclusion and those who do not engage with mainstream services. 

The grant will enable us to recruit and train more volunteers from the local community to then offer 1-1 support within the home or in support groups and enable parents to give their children the best possible start in life.  The funding will make an enormous difference to adults and children suffering the effects of social and economic deprivation, disability and mental illness, drug and alcohol abuse and domestic violence, or parents simply struggling to cope with multiple children under 5 years and the pressures of modern society.  

By supporting more families at home where life begins; we can help strengthen the family unit, increase parental confidence and help them to develop coping strategies. Children will feel more secure, happy, and a stable childhood will enable them to achieve their full potential, eventually contributing positively to the community and society.

UPDATE

As part of the Big Lottery Project; Home-Start Meon Valley has recruited 8 new volunteers who were awarded with certificates for successfully completing the Home-Start preparation course on Friday 28th January at Wickham Community Centre.

“We are delighted that these volunteers can now support local families who may be going through a tough time.  They will offer friendship and practical help to families with a least one child under 5 in the Meon Valley area” said Tracy Micklethwaite, Home-Start Meon Valley’s senior Co-ordinator.

Home-Start volunteers are trained and then matched with a family who may be going through a stressful time.  Volunteers visit “their” families about once a week for two or three hours.  If you feel that you could offer a few hours support once a week to a family and would like to join our next preparation course, beginning June 20th (we will have an additional preparation course starting in September), all we ask is that you are a parent or have had parenting experience. Please contact us on 01329 835936 or email organiser@homestart-meonvalley.org.uk
For more information, please contact Tracy Mickethwaite at Home-Start Meon Valley, Wickham Community Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants, PO17 5AL on:
 01329 835936 or organiser@homestart-meonvalley.org.uk 

